Update to Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup (VIC) Program-Soil Gas as Identified Release in VIC Assurance Letters
Overview
The MPCA's Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup (VIC) Program is now including soil gas as part of Identified Releases (IRs) for most VIC Assurance Letters, including No Association Determinations and Retroactive No Association Determinations (NADs and RNADs), No Action and No Further Action Determinations, and Certificates of Completion. Currently we are not planning to include soil gas in the IR for Off-Site Source determinations.  The MPCA does not intend to create new liability assurance models, but is instead expanding its existing models to be more comprehensive. 
Requirements/Implementation
· Phase I and II investigations must be conducted along with the soil gas investigation.  Generally, this will mean that both soil and groundwater investigations will be performed.  However in some cases, it may be appropriate to investigate soil but not groundwater (depending on VIC assurance requested, depth to groundwater or other factors).         
· Liability assurance letters will not be issued based on “soil gas only” investigations.
· Soil gas must be detected (not just assumed/inferred) to be included as part of an IR.
· Conditions for future investigations and/or response actions may be included in the VIC Assurance Letter.
· If an adequate Phase II investigation is performed and soil gas is the only IR detected, a VIC Assurance for the IR of soil gas may be issued.  The source of the soil gas release is not required in order to issue a VIC Assurance Letter for soil gas as an IR.
· Multiple soil gas sampling events will generally not be required for it to be included as an IR for a VIC Assurance.
· Investigation of the extent and magnitude of soil gas releases will be required depending upon the VIC Assurance requested, and will be consistent with what is typically required for soil and groundwater investigations for each VIC Assurance type.  For example, since investigation of extent and magnitude of releases to soil and groundwater is not required for NADs, it will not be required for soil gas releases when a NAD is requested.    The exception to this approach is that investigation of extent and magnitude will be required if needed to protect public health and the environment.
· The VIC Program issues assurances for non-petroleum compounds only.  As a result, petroleum-related compounds detected in soil gas cannot be included as part of an IR in VIC Assurance Letters.
If you have questions, please contact VIC Program Chief Hans Neve at 651-757-2608.
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